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(54) Apparatus and method for percutaneous implant of a paddle style lead 

(57) A needle assembly for introduction of a paddle 
style lead near a spinal column of a patient includes a 
body having a proximal end and a distal end, a lumen 
with a continuous oblong cross section, and a paddle 
style lead adapted to accept a stiffening member. The 
distal end of the body has an introducer portion where 
the top side of the introducer has an orifice to allow for 
protrusion of the paddle style lead from the lumen into 
the spinal column area. The needle has a hub affixed to 
the proximal end of the body which is adapted to receive 
a stylet. The needle may also have a stylet that is 
inserted within the lumen. The introducer of the needle 
has a curvature extending from the bottom side toward 
the top side at the distal end and guides the introduction 
of the paddle style lead near the spinal column. 
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